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Gongresiional sanetion for the procurement of sireralt and other air
equi pment wac one of the moct importent elements in the bullding of an
effective air force for World War II, As war tlweutonced in Burope lsate
in the 1920's, the United Statec took steps to stremgithen its air arm,
This study examires the series of legislative suthorizations ror the
execution of the AAF materiel progran from 1939 to the end of the war in
1945, prouping bthe messures in five broad categoricc: (1) authorization
end appropriablon for new ailrereft; (2) provision of runds to Drepers
industry for mass production end for expediting deliveriesy (3) proe
visions concerning contrzehs and the limitation of profits; (L) crea-
tion end support of receerch facilities; and (5) torei:n sale and lend-
lezge of air matericl. Some phases of rateriel legiclabion, such as
action conccrning wsequisition of lund, comstructien of bascs, aud main-
teranee o)’ rzeiliiles, have been excluded as belcagin:; more gpeeliically
to the histories of the bases end to field zervice aohivities tuwn to a
history or ratericl legislation,

An earlier version of this history, prepsred by Dr. Ghase G, Dooney,
carried the accoumt to the sumer of 1945. Dr. Chauncey E, Sanders has
supplied adlitional waterial to cover the chory for the remairdir of the
war,

Cticr ALR Historical Studies treat diiferent portions of the Jeris~
lative acte ulcencsed here. They are Ko, 7 (Rev,), Legislation Releting
to the il Iraining Progrem, 1939-1945; No. 16 (iev.), Legislation Few
tating to the A Persennel Program, 193%-1945; and Ho, 39, Le islcotion
heleting to the Air Corps Personnel and Training Programs, 1907-193G.

Readers familiar with the subject matter are invited to furnich the

Air Historiczl Ofiice with critieisne, rdditional factc, or inter-
pretations,

Py 1y rﬂ'ﬁ?ﬂ?ﬁ; Y.
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Chapter 1

ALD SPRRT RARTS

On 2 July 1026 Coasress cronted the Adr Corps and authorized a nax=
imar streagth of 1,800 serviceabl: pluncs witlun five yearse Because of

1 -
action by the war Departasnt cmd the Burisa of the Budget,  the Lir Corps

was not even thls to zmecoaplish this prosrua in 10 years. (See Churt, on
folloviag page, 2nd Aspe 1.) By bthat time the 3aker Jozrd had recomnnded
&0 increase of 520 planes, scd Congress sanctiouned this ircrense, che
2,520=plune prozram, on 24 June 1956.2 af this nusber tuere were on nand
- only 248 oa 3D June 18374 It was copected that s tobal of 1,375 would be
) on head wibhin s yeur end 420 more by the cod of th  Ffiscal year 1939.3
- In en elfort to cthein the established objeclive, the Adr Corps had sub-
mitbed eatigutes of asprexiaabely 1100,030,00) for bas Piseanl ear 1928,

but the .ar Lesvrtrent dudget Advisory Committes had reduced tiesz by

213,000,000 snd the fanel appropriatioa by Congress was only slizhtly
noare thaa 77,000,000,

In testifylng on the milibary eatablishmsnt aporooriation bill for
15989, Gone "alic Crsip, Colef of 3talff, staled that the grogran called
for che procvrescut of S3% plancs For the erular Aray and Urpunized Zow
gerve feos 1938 funds end 420 feon 1939 lunds. The surchase of these
planes would fulril tue Baker Zoard objeetive by 30 June 19%0.5 The total
- waount requesbed rfor bhe Ur “Yorps during 1039 was [89,5883,335 of which

15,126,594 was neecessarys to cars for conirset obligation Cor 1838, thus

s
{fl
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lesving v uet avallability of 73,550,070.

Of the total sporopriation rojuested, 483,180,348 was for the pur-
chuse of 394 new olones by the sgguler Arxy vhile 32 were Lo bo procured
by the Orpeidzod Reserve and 48 by she iowbional Guards hls was a total
of 471 azeinst an exoscted washisut of 183, or 2 net increase of 281 to-
ward achieviu; thse 50&1.? ALL of Lhic sum was no%t ssuzht as a direct ap-
propriution, for coutract authorizations of 24,000,000 and 35,125,354
wers to susilement sppropriations o 19,150,546 ond 35,302,273 for aive
nlanes agd soares, respectively.s Laje Gen, Cscar Yesbover, Chief of
the fir Corns, sxplained that part of the inerease in tho item Por spares
was caused by caleuleting un rllowonse of 75 per cewbt instead of 50 per
cent gpure onwmines which he considered inadequate.g It was expected
thnb ths reduced unlt costs resulting from aass purchase would enable
the Sdr Corps 42 grocure 502 plunes rabhor Hhan o wunber Justified,

Despite the statensnts of Gonaral westover, the House approoriations
comnittes reduced the iten for spares by saproxisubely #2,000,000--the
dirferenes betreen a 75 per cent and a B0 per ceub nllovance=~and sunreste
ed Bhrt the anjor porstion of thib snoush be vsed to seet surrent dePfi-~
clencios in that ites aed Bhat bhe rennininy 171,004 as well us 600,000
ol current vnexperded funls be appliod to reseurch.* 19 The Acting Sec=
retary of var recomse-ded the reinsertion of the anount necessary to prom
cure 75 per cendt sgure enzincs, Lubtthe Senate commithee refused the rew
queste

fis aporoved, the aet nrovided an oepropriation of 470,556,972 (of
wirich 16,136,894 was for coptractusl obligations incurred during the
fiseal yoar 1088) and a contract wubhorization of 319,126,334. It was

fticulated thet of the above suns not less bthanm %33,150,546 shoulil be

*F¥or w discussion oo research, sce bslow, Chane IV.

1

Vo~
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applicvd to the procuressmit oi new combab wirplumes and thedr “eguipwmi nt
and cocessorics,” including nob wors than 21,681,084 for bthe procuremcnt
of' spere ensines wnd spare parts for airplanss proewured by expenditare of

12
K fizecal yeoar 1938 funds.

In the fall of 1923 the Sssistanb Chiefl of Staft, Taor Plans Division,

!

recomacnded that the Lir Corps 10,000-plane prosgra«n kv acproved by the

-

Chief of Staff.ld spproval vas given on 25 Novonber 1838, ond the new
proorom was ©o by g twomyear projects By this plane-which, of course, had
mob recelved congressional sanctione=-the cozbat steengbh of the adr arm
was o be inersased ts 5,620 planss, vith 2,708 active and 2,015 in re-
sarve.14 Yhis progran. provided forc the gurehase of 8,033 planss wikhin
two sears oo sapplem.nd the 1,270 "ou hend, uwadelivered, and scheduled %o

R be procured from 1939 funds, less lowsos in /The/ next two yearss" It was

entieipsted that 2,000 would bu orocured frov povernaont Paeilities and

6,080 frow privats inéustry.ls she ecost of this thep~anbitious project

wis o<binsted ab 1,238,000,000 in sddition to th 1839 appropristion and

the esbimates submitied for 1940, +o maiutain this number of aircraft
wiuld involve annuai materiel expenditares of ,14%,215,087 for 1,800 vlones
with governaepbefurnished equionent urnd spare parts and 412,035,620 for
oxperinontal roscarsh and devalopment.ls Lais program, orepared by the
hizh officials of bthe air arm and asproved by the L.ar Departmeat Ceneral
ooaff, was no doubt w reflection of th. recoznition of the powerful bure
galning influence ol aa air force in baiug.lT It never received congres-

sional spyroval, but was replacad by the 5,500-plane prosra« in early 1939,

fhe imereased reallzatioa of th. uecessity of building America's mil-

itar, machine, especlally the air force, for healspheric defense bscuaue
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wmore articulats asg the Suropean situation degemsrated. In his message to
Congress on 12 January 1939, President Foosevelt noinked out that the Baker
fal

Bosrd report

of a few years azo is complidely out of dates Ho responsible

off'icsr udvocabes bullding our eir forces up o th: total elther

of plznes on houd or of productive capaclty equal to the forces

of certuin other nutions. We ave thinking in the terns of nescsw

sary defenses, and the conclusion is inevitable thubt our existing

forces are so utterly insdejuate that they mus® be immedintely

strensthened,

To prepare the air arm for its role ia defeuse, the President urzed
the appropriation of }300,000,000 Por the parchsse of "several types of
airplunes for the Army," potine that this should provide a wminimum ine
crease of 3,000, with the exoressed hons ohat the vlacinr of ordsrs on
such & large scale would myberially reduce the unit cost and actually pro-
vide meny wor2 plenes. Fresident Roorevelt suppested that '150,000,000 be
made available irmmedistely so that contracts could be placed to “enrrsct
the nresent isg in sireraft producticn dus to idle glants."19

Xewspaper reaction to the messaze was temerally favorsble, some palers
iglying ipe that G hud nob b xte 20 fhe srmy

aplying surarice tant ohe prograc hud wob been more exteuasive, The Army-
Havy Journnl of 14 January 1939 euphasiced that both services needsd more
planes and thet the President had achieved balasece in th= program presented,
ihe Journal felt thut the Jresident had “Jdiscsrded che jrandiose suggestinnms
of diglonuts wnd obhers, 8ad « » » sought and took the 2dviee of his exgeris,
the responsibls heads of the Tar and bovy Depurtaents.”

Ine oxounsion nrogran hud been urder consideration by the Lir Corps
Tor some iime, cnd sn 13 Jonusry 1020 the Chief of the Alr Torss submithed

to the Chiaf of S+alf » breukdown of the 322,020,000 which the Fresident

reguesteds 3y Bhis propossl 170,800,000 would be used for materiel proe-

21
curement-~1,503 ~a.deb, 1,480 trainicy, snd 14 "miscellancous"=type plarss.
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Fepersl ~rnold shxted a5 T is orogren orovided & nueleus su a2 Mmelle
roundcd oir defense yaich wo 1d ke wiolly Lietioy A B1 vhole 300,
O0Q, 002 vere wevabea Lo Lo rocurcucnd of drplases.”  ihe gurehiss of
Brese 6,082 olomen would ries the sbrenth of Zhe alr sryq ta 3,500 sers

22
Vicwable plepesy o' Lol 2,108 were In be eld v roscrvee
=
-3

To carvy odb Broe wlrerait srovizleos of Bh -rosidenb's mwussws

srdeer Jo Sy (Uye)y onndrmen of Hho Doase Coaribbes on . dlitery LOTulrs

]

introduecd Ua"e 2770 dnto th doice on 13 Jiourey 1959s  "big 311 authore

izcd bge Leereb.r of Lar nd equdis sal oaTobudn the Aur Corps with "pet
Lo exseed siv Thoprvad ropviccwble niviloves” anld cadoawered nim ot nadpe
tzip the pudber so.cilled by replicin - sUoolobe wnd uns:rviceshls sipe

eral b frow Y Lo Ul we Ihis LHws exvetly wo subriticd by £ro i lins

Seeniony CUAC, vmvept tuo. origindldly it bod tewn Jzoblon 3

43

-

elusive Lill ™Lo icercese bho ofTicicac of the Sdr Cores,.

E1

The »r Dopcpticaob stutod thab the ease =e of 1.™. 2780 ar Its cod
vanion bill, S. 332, "Mw0ild te w o ijor contritvotiss o the couse of e
Lionel Cefease,” ~xd r conucrded vivorail. conslderabions It vas goirt:
Gre et o vosalll. roduckion in unit eoshs oula ouralt he purchage of
o Lerger dudker ol plawer than wubrorized by Hi. LIlL, even trourh the
saount of cxtenditure was Dimeds 1% wos twrzlore sugiesbed tiidb bhe
exmitboss om allitery offalre ~lv  emzidersblos oo b v o2l of Bhe

4

1ieit on eirplome shroocbh so ik rpowour mak.r of pT wer e2dd be
N P
RINIATE

Lownting th. Louse Cowaltbes 0w Cllitery APCairs bad been esndictbe

lrg heowrlis e on varlovs shager of hbe Jresident':s pationsl defeuse nesgaze,

and on 3l Januory 1.7, 2780 wvs lncoryorabed Jith oshsr rabi.aal dolense

vyt | VRS
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nessures Inbo . o 381% whizh vizs ropleced on 7 Dlbroary by .74 8701,

dle Loptber moniare s identicnl witk L. i, 3513 e wept Lhat Fe autrors

o
L9

eirploce S agbh  »e roouced fros 6,000 2 3,500 Testinony

L.

ire
- hold elesadr been taken an Yo veelous portions of 1.0, %721, snd it was
. . - 27 N . )
Texor bl » couerbed ar 2 Telruary, 3 minority resort uereed with the

. intent ol g 0ILY but disacread 0% Jvesian 1 vaich ubhorinsd immediute

furcheve o’ tie Jlag.ee The winor.ab, wor. of o coavietion thok a0 Al P

&z

e Slmald ba gorsed over three viaes so Bt Bhs Alr Soroes would e in

< better gesitioc to oke edvonbose of 41 Four=Loeysrr develosranks,

iy 3

Thi., view wae cxwress g, durin - debabs on the wne ur<, in in oo odient
oifercd by Jepr.sonbative e Je fndrous {{.e¥s) on 15 Pebruary whdeh gou -ht
Bo Liels psrocuremsod wo 1,000 olin.s PAr RoLr oxecnt din esse of n declaw

2
rabion of pakioral sacr cncire 1bls was tho oseadisa of considersble

I

[EX)

debate bub war defented by w vobe of 135 Lo 153,
Cne of bi.. stron:cut ssseches ealling for m adojuate national de-

Prrwe wes ~ads by Dusrooenlubive Dow o« o Uerter (Duio) on 24 February.

T -

wtochnrweterized il cub.orizaticns oo K, T, BT ag ke "irredueible

mialrun of what shoold be deme ut b4 present Hire " curber strecsed

4

the dlniortares of i+ dlvtely berolonin: a nrosrea Sot would -ssure She

erxitlen 0 an adegquets alr fores, ap) he aeoted [rot 2 sreesh by 'laj.

Sens Trook O, Srdrews, Cusrandine Juncral of Gha &7 Ay fosce, ta

o
. . 11 gl
> CupREALEC ols pualnbe  Dencr.l Svdveuws Lad suid thet

air noer iz pobt 4 eom odibyv tho b osa b- zraoured ‘n the ooon
- ke, no ritter how sueh ola and silver Lay e aveilable.
=

Money ALl wot buy it; desire 1111 nob ereute Lh. Timely fore=
Sight, Lzsel ucon sxn iaicllizent conceotiom of bhe potentlali Lies

% For other wstoriel Peobures or 9. Lill, see below, Shups. 11 and ITT.

il -
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of \ir oower anl 1ts affests uvoor tue destiny of natisns i3 bhe

only foraals thub con ussure its develasr.nse . o . o adejuate air

pover cannot Se cresled alber bt necessity for ite need hag arlsen.
. Like a navy it fakes weurs to Luild sn air force.

dops of tnw wacndments affected the Lir Corus muborleld uronest, and

e
£l ,1

lhe wrosur- ousged ®io Jouse

5,

by v vobe of 307 te 15 on 15 lebruary. *n -
tow Senubte coadftes newelnzs, 1t ua pointed out to Temszrel Arnold t.ak
he Led teen oredited by merssipers with fevorine the constructing of

- 10,000 nlvnese Guomerwl {rnold replied thot - vzoort wos ipuccurste ond

that he was r'or ke 3,800-plens grosrem "hook, line, wnd sinker, because

I believe 1% is & proqrws bhwd is well olenned, « » » bulonces the perw
gonnel Vibh Eas sivplarcg, wid o o o afigters Me oroblen of the «erial
¢efunge of gaw vnited Stetes, and 1 eunot gee eny reed ot this Slme Jor
o2
anthug. sors.”
. The Senuie eomnitboe inercased bh: aub orized strimgbh from 5,500

- to §,000, and this iacreaent was juckified, duria debute, by the ex-
tenb off tu  Gerritory to be defendid-=the Vestern demisphere,  Jhds ine
orevse did mot invelve any additiinul soirosriatien but 83 u3ly sllowed

na

- . - (5113
procurewsat oY nore alreraft 40 ta  slizuluwbed fands would allov,
Senuyor Pemwrett o Clurk (o.), Yowever, voilnted ouF that all who had
TeeBifded before e commitdee h2l sowgidercd 5,500 sivplenes as ade-

quate, wad .ine2 e »ill 3id vor llrut tho wsounl £ oe enenb on rlenes,

A
6,000 mihs cosb auch wre thin Y estivabed $170,CSO,GGO.}5 Despitke

¥

regutbed assertions that bhe mewsure was for defense enly, 1 was Achock
Y ad by sonc Individusls ..o insisbed that tae ounly rezson for warting
6,000 denes wis wo propore for intended erntry inko 4 war abroads Otiers

repeabed the old wruwent thot the: vay o Zeeo oub of wer was to show

b
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that tho coancry wes gafficiontly strong to defend its own iuteregts and
S0
shor,
S8 passcd by Fh. fenmate on 7 clarch, .. 3791 aubsorized e maximum
of §,000 sarvieectle nlunes aad on arprooriation mot ta zxeceed 500,000,000
oo xether with wueh coaeel evenropriations as any be neaussary to seinbain
cwch alr forew.” Thuse chanses were ayreed 13 by the House in eoa®ironce

¥ . +37
committen, snd the measure bessuae Publie Lww Ifo. 18 on 3 Aoril 1933,

Sublic Law No. 19 thus aubhorized the most ambibtious exponsion groe
gracs whleh vie Adr Onrpr had ever prososed to Com_ress. Ik wos f21t by
the Chief of SL.ff thob the oussass of this seb was s excellont cxsrule
of' The effiets of oublicity snd jublic pressurcs Urtil pictures showing
the bobinms of women and children in Spain wnd Chice hud besn circulated

the public was indifferent o the nleas for the necessily of creustins

~dditionul air povers These ohotographs, however, developed public wr s-

cure ard Consress made provision for "longwoverdu. aporcoriatiosn: for aire
21

platey wod aniiairereft aatericl.®

Duriny the course of debaie om .. 3791 sone loubt kad been wvpress-
td w5 o U abilitr of che aviation ind.stry to aect the rejuirements of
the new prorrate b Aereonaubical Thaster of Comrerce of Ancriee felt,
however, that the industry "would 2velily be ools Lo teke care ol t.& gro-
resed reguireninis.”  Lhe sroduetion off acuproxiistely 1,080 additional
plavos for bhe nevlb two vears would rojuiece unly u "very small portion
of the astual cu acity of tas Awdusery™ vhich was eslivabed at 6,000
Eo 10,000 planes, 1ne eouconsus wid bhat tihe plecine of additlonsnl or-
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since .TY,009,58% o regoired 5o woh 1840 conbr.oct oblijrblons. s

13
sum would provide Lfor Lhe crocureacnb of orly 490 olunes ac comdured
32
with She ourcluse of 3,016 in %he fiscal ycer 1340,

- Vihen the Chief ot the Adir Corps peve hic teetimony on T Uarch 1040,
the cabire 5,53)=nline srozros wos reviewed.  Gonersl Arneld coinbed oubt
that the 300,000,000 pravras had bees o WS0E,027,030 because o7 a0 in-
oreuge of 2,000,000 for reseurch and d~ielopzont nnd DI7,020 46 cover
the cost of prepurin: a conpreheusive dizeut of Jdabs om Alaska, OO this
guount Tas dirs ob appropriation for the &Lir Soros wes 182,177,484, For
places .na accersories and eguiznont 142,175,440 of fh ullothed 177,
C16, 082 hwnd olrcady becn oblizabed, L1l embreot: provided for delivery
by 30 Jums L941. 6o Dolivery by this dute wog reugsmubly assured by che
oenplty olause vhich nrevided for 1/16 of 1 per cent br such ealendsy
day of delay, bav © ws nob Lo exen2d LE pger cent of The unit nrice of amy

£4

. nlona,.

In expliining th. esbimatos, Soncral wneld imdie.bed that for new
glrplanmss, saare onvives, el apoee eoahy, 30E,080,205 wos eegquechsds IThoo
was 2117,155,786 lese tlen spovoprdabed in 1040, cad *mis request was only
far repl.actent of sredictcd Lossese The 1240 sovorooristion, however, had
not covered Bhs procurcnoot of Ehe peeuss ry soure gncines and soare oarts

. broeusy o Sha looressed cost of plsacus This lgoreased price is attributad

. to severcl Packhorss (1) the liguidsbing da.nje classe, wuarenbzeing the

delivery date of planesy (2) increased p.rformance, necessitutin: ths oroe
suremcoi of olones with perforionse suscrior to thoss cveilsbls when funds
were veouesbed; (3) the rarsateed Lcrformance of the alrerafi as speciricd;

(%) "fue.r of lokor Aifficuliics 1. npuebbled exnditions of the world -:.ich

- ey -
! :
'éiﬁ*ﬁl“’"ﬂmm B

- e = JJL,L PO

THIS PAGE Declassmed IAW EO12958




This Page Declassified IAW EO12958

‘ [lpe
N L L At

ABFHE-22, Chap, I 19
might afi'ect t.e procurement of operabing bazces and depobs to be operated
and mainbeiced; (5) the splitting of awards; (6) the limitetion of
profits.gs

when toe 1941 estimates were or?ginally drawn, the snticiputed dew
ficienecy wee oaly 10,250,000, Siuce that tine it hed increased by
w20,000,000, and this was cared for in tne cupplemental estimates for that
.&ummnt.":6 The total approprictions would procure 4%0 planes and provide
for the deliciencles in spare engines and spare part:.87 The House Come
mittee on Lppropriations guestioned tue advissbility of purche:sins the 456
planes for reserve and thought that only the types of planes not alreedy
provided for in the reserve should be prucured., This wus justified on the
ground that the purchuce of 2,200 planes for the revcrve had kecn intended
to accorplish an acecleration of the industry. Sinee many forei,m orders
had been secured and the rate of production had grestly inereased, the
fundamental reacon for a lurge reserve had ceascd to exist.ag

Tre comdttec reported B.H, 9209 on 3 April 190, recomvending a re-
duction of 1S,41u,034 in the cash appropriation for new airerait so that
only 57 instead of the requected 4So would be procured.39 The Bureau of
the Budpet octinates had provided for 425,559,889 cash and 25,780,500
contraetval wuthority ror the plencs, If emly 57 were procured--as re=-
comrcnded--26,143,855 in cush was provided and tie contractual wuthority
elimirated, 0 Tae 1940 appropriations were short 30,250,000 apert from
the 186 plenes which had not been ordered on 7 ¥ rek 1240 and for which
there wac in reserve 49,341,542, and the committee explaireas?t

Rather than defer_contrscts until the shortage could be regularly

made up, the /Tazr/ Department chose to tie up funde bhat hud been
nade avaellable for the proourement of spare ea:ines and smre parts

. o
ﬂﬂ'#ﬂw&]m"i'ﬂ
i
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for spure encines, end {/164,7C0,000 for spare parts for the 3,600 borters
and 1,425 otuer planes provided for in the fiith supplemental for 1.94.1.146
General Brchb pointed out that in eddition to w104,253,995 cach required
to liquidatc the then-reguested conbraclt awthorization, there would also
be an wns.ticried obligebion of 598,025,000 of 1941 contract obligations
which woula hiwve to be provided in & subseqyuent bill,

While heurings were being conducted on this measuvre, the Gerrans over-
ran the Ballen Peninoula, and on 28 lay an additicaal $2,790,8900,735 was
requested for Air Corps expunsicn, Of this amount $2,50u,868,C00 wus for
the Air Corps and the remainder for Sigpnal Corps and Ordnaonece 1tens, A7
Theze funds were to construct 12,856 planes which were %o conplete the pres-
ent progran for all construction.148 In reportine the bill on 5 Jue 1941
Representative Snyder explaired that the additional $2,790,890,785 was
for further airplsne augmentebion, looking toward the "ultimate provision
of a force or uround 50,000 eirplanes, Army and Lavy," and this appropria-
tion would gesr groducticn fecilities to the point where 50,000 plznes could
be mainbained in 0p&ration.149

General Brett stressed to the Senste Committee on Appropriations the
necessity of there iunds for the maintenance cf production after the spring
of 1942.190 The jicting Chief of the Air Corps wes proud of the fzmet that
practieally all of the 1941 funds had been oblipated and that "we are gete

ting the proauction.“lﬁl

Knudsen testlfied that this 12,000-plaue pro-
gram would provide for the "residue" of the necescary four-motor borbers
end would "round off" the program so thet no more appropristions for planes
would be needed and there would be Yencugh plancs in process.“152 With

inconsequential changes, the bill becars law on 30 June 1.‘511,51.153
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the Army's portion (148,000) of the 135,C00-plane oroduction for 1942 and
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1543, Lxnericnce Led definitely indiczted th.t expenditures for spare

ports hid besn for hoo low, aad o stud, bs the Joint ircraft Gommitteelso
resulted in the raising of the -¢recanbae of spore oards reguired for ef-
Ticlent oyercrion. Thet iten, includia: maintonance, called for '7,282,-
513,284, vhile iz nsw aireralt would be grocurel for ,8,945,596,712 and
LT02,2958,000 wus nicess.ry o mwet orcvious contrrect olligstionse OF the
127
"new airersft" funds, 126,410,000 was for whe procurcicnt of zlidera.
The Alr Coras felt East the upii cost of sireraflt woild decresse in the
next fev months .md 2ormited out that slaoce 1 Jwounarv 1942 reunesobiction
of contruets hiol rezulted in a suvin; or ,243,000,030. Ihis indierted
either that bth~ inibtinl esbti.c tes hod been too hizh or thal savin-ws had
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hecse possible, The deuse coawnittee added ,2873,025,310 to bhe YWr Corps
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Becass lwr on 2 July*lﬁiz.lgz Fhe Sdr Corps bhus ned nore bhrm 11 billion
addltional dollars, and once vsain Congress had acted expcditiously in pro-
viding for thr fulfilzint of the rfresident's rejuest for gr:atly increased
projuction. In less thon seven monshs after whs roramal entry of the Unibed
Ipabes into var, Conzress had provided ;28,820,573,2C1 for the Air Coros
and had sanctioned the procurem:nt ol 87,020 addibional planes.

The Air Corps nceded no addibicanl funds for fiscal yesr 1043, Mub
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compluie,” This wus €2 Jrocurs 70,800 coublit alrereft snd 11,100 btreine-
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tnan the creoblon of entirely mew produstive cocuaciliss, asd further con-
. 24
* sideration wus thou-ht 2l* L able,
leanwhile, Conoral arsold o rressed the convietion khil the i sportance
of educabicaul orders in tic development of maximun production of airpl-nes
in an emergency could not Le overemphasized, while cae exsansion program
and foreirn sad doiestic orders vould mecesgitake n srester trend toward
quanbity productlon uethods, tin Chief of the ‘ir Coros did not balisve that
- the conclusicn of bhe prosran weuld huve "insared the develomment of the
present industry to the extent neeessary t5 west oar amticinated war~time
- requiregﬂnts.“ga e believed it neecazary bo devole)r obther Pacilities snd
to thst cnd prososa=d the use of 255,000 to sduc b= z coryarabion (sucha
' as toerel .obors) Lo bulld a giogyle plane, praforably of thc basie trainer

troe, on a aass producvion basis. If the trainins Eyoes eould be bullt

- .‘n;:m iy
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ousside bhe elreraft indusbry, the alrplame fictorics would be free to dem

26
vobe all of their facilities bo conbat hypes afber .-day.

Yhe Calef of thz Air Corps on 20 Getober 1039 again justified a pro-
graa of 25 three=star nilibary priority itess, bub the lLssistant 3scretary
o' v ar rejrotad it, The aparent ecaunse for rejeebion wag the fact that the
adreral’t indusbry hai on hawd or in nrosycet orders totalins 820,900,000
wialle the rest of The wunitions industry hvd graclicadly no current business.
ta2 Ordnznce Del.rtisnt conbended thxt bae | 3,752,000 would huve very little
eff-ct over and above the 900,002,030 busincss of the elrceralt fretories, but
iff edded b0 the 10,280,000 saraurked for Urdpusses orders, the eiffeoet wowtd
be comsiderable. she sosibion of the Urdnacces Leprrbmenc was thou bt to
bo losiosl vud not reaswmably ogpen bs disjubte by bthe fdr Corpse. However,
it wasz urzed thet 520,000 of the .3,750,00) be r-served for obliration iy

27

Eha oir arn.

The onl  wrat waich the “dr Corps bad received (for fiseal werr 1940)
by Decenber 1938 waz (100,000 for "“mmb, orazeller, sa1it." Tha Chief of
the Alr Corps felt that e fiilure to sive [ rents to hic orm had provested
Che Air Corgs froa folloding $2 a wotisfoctory comclusion the Slomnin- ef-
fore then im wrogress as o Jolot srojeet of the uray, wavr, omd aireratt
iniustryse The Jdr Corps was limited o the procurzienb of slans and aro-
duction sbudics~-znd not tue uslual ertlc le--unid (nus vas brouzhb only to
a conbe 1pletion of deficiencies ol oroductive canacity and 45 a conver-
satioanl considerstion ol the .iaas wlbimately available for their correction.
Caly in ooe instance had the Alr Cor.s been zble totuks corrcebive setion,

gaad bhe olwaing cffoert of ui t service could not v considered eotplete usn-

til che larger subcontractors hsd securcd trainin-: in tneir wortine tasks

T TN T
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oither as o result of nmoraal current orders from thc aireralt industry or

ag a regult of cdueationnl orders froa Bue sovormpent. e recomended

that 750,000 be allowed for ac educ.btionsl order on &he B-Z6 winy writh
sol zeted gonmacrongutical faeilities, This would brin; ke oro-~ram to
* 28 -

only ;880,000 for tigeill year 1940,

Apperently the tmly ardir wlloed The Alr Corps for l240=-othsr than

. oy s 24 . )
on2 Y